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INTRODUCTION

Many parts of interior Alaska have a fire-dominated environment.
Annually about one million acres of forest land are burned throughout the
state. The more intense burns occur in the black spruce (Picea mariana)
forests which are characterized by a thick organic layer and a shallow
mineral soil underlain by permafrost. The result of a fire in a black spruce
setting is the immediate destruction of the tree, Tichen and moss, and sur-
face organic layers. The degree of disturbance depends upon the intensity
of the burn which is related to wind, temperature, humidity, soil moisture,
type and quantity of fuels, and topography. This change in the surface
boundary caused by fire is reflected in several heat and mass transfer
processes of interest. |

The trend over the past three decades in Alaska has been an increase

in the number of fires, but a decrease in the total acreage burned (Barney,
1971).

Time No. of Fires Total Acreage Average

. Burned Acreage/Fire
1940-1949 1138 12.4 x 106 10,906
1950-1959 2583 10.7 x 106 4,137
1960-1969 2380 6.4 x 10° 2,674

Lightning accounts for only 30% of the individual fires; however, these
fires account for almost 80% of the area burned. More efficient methods of
fire prevention and control are reflected by the substantial reduction in
total acreage burned in the last decade.

Wright and Heinselman (1973), in discussing the ecological role of fire,
listed six generalized effects: influence on the physical and chemical environ-
ment; regulator of dry matter accumulation; controller of plant species and
comunities; determinant of wildlife habitat patterns and populations; control-
ler of forest insects, parasites, and fungi; controller of major ecosystem pro-
cesses and characteristics. Many of these categories overlap and therefore are



not completely separable. Discussion in this paper will deal only partially
with the influence on the physical environment and more specifically with
the thermal and moisture regimes of the near-surface soils.

The objectives of this study were to examine the soil moisture and tem-
perature conditions in a burned and an unburned area in a black spruce forest.
Presented in this paper are the results of one year of data collection; the
same data for an area burned in 1971 are also included. Field data results
are complemented by both a conceptual presentation of changes induced by fire
and a mathematical model describing the drainage characteristics of the near-
surface organic layer.

The pre]fminary results of this study indicate that major changes do
occur in the physical system resulting from fire manipulation, both in the
thermal and moisture regimes. An understanding of heat and mass transfer
dynamics is vital to any meaningful understanding of biological and chemical
system dynamics, as well as the hydrologic system. Changes in the hydrologic
system are more apparent at the air/ground interface, although almost all
facets are influenced.

CONCEPTUAL MODEL

Fire in subarctic forests produces a series of changes in soil condi-
tions and in the vegetative cover. The time sequence of events following
a fire is important if fire is to be used as a forest management tool. In
order to improve our analysis of this sequence, the following conceptual
model is presented (Figure 1). The purpose of the model is to focus atten-
tion on sequential events of importance in order that fires can be planned.

The model is an outgrowth of an earlier model proposed by Luthin and Guymon
(1974).

The most obvious effect of fire is on the canopy of trees. However, a
more significant effect may be the partial or complete destruction of the
organic layer found at the soil surface. The thickness of this organic layer
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is variable but in many places it is 20 to 25 cm thick. Both the canopy and
the organic layer serve to insulate the mineral soil from incoming radiation
during the summer.

The presence of the canopy and the organic layer reduces the average
annual mineral soil temperature. Destruction of these by fire causes an
increase in the average annual soil temperature. The dedree to which the
canopy and organic layer are removed during the fire event is a function of
the intensity of the fire.

After the fire event, the average annual soil temperature rises due to
the destruction of the canopy and partial destruction of the organic layer.
An additional factor affecting the thermal regime will be the site aspect.
Incoming radiation is, in part, a function of the aspect of the site.

After the fire event, a new vegetative sequence is established. The
improved soil temperature conditions lower the permafrost table and improve
the soil moisture situation. The result is a warmer soil with greater depth
to the permafrost table.

The situation is conducive to the reestablishment of a vigorous vegeta-
tive cover. As the canopy develops and the organic layer begins to regenerate,
a situation develops which is conducive to a reduction of the average annual
soil temperature. The burned area starts to revert to its original pre-fire
condition - shallow permafrost and waterlogged soil - which severely restricts
vegetative growth.

In a forest management program, it is important to be able to quantify
the time sequence of the events described above. As an initial effort in this
direction, the conceptual model (Figure 1) was prepared. The exact functional
relationship is not known. Also the magnitude of the changes is unknown.

This is only a pictorial representation of the sequence of events related to
a fire. Efforts should be directed toward a quantification of the events,
Hopefully, the graph will help to direct research efforts into fruitful
measurements.



The sequence of events preceding and following a fire can be character-
ized as follows:

Phase 1 - Steady state phase.

This is the condition that establishes itself in a stand of black spruce
that has been protected from fire for long periods of time. A thick layer of
organic matter is present on the soil surface. The soil thermal “index" is
at its lowest point. The exact value of this index will depend to some extent
on the aspect of the site. As used here, the exact nature of the soil thermal
index is not defined and current research is directed toward the establish-
ment of an index which will characterize the soil thermal regime. Permafrost
may or may not be present at this time although there is an excellent likeli-
hood of its presence.

Phase II - Post-fire phase of increasing soil temperature.

The fire destroys the canopy and partially destroys the organic layer.

The degree to which the organic layer is destroyed is largely dependent upon
the fire intensity. Practical information is needed relating fire intensity
to organic layer destruction since the organic layer plays a very significant
role in controlling the soil thermal regime. In this phase, the soil tempera-
tures rise and revegetation starts. We need quantitative information on the
soil thermal regime during this period as a function of organic layer destruc-
tion.

Phase III - Revegetation phase,

Revegetation starts soon after the fire event. However, it is some time
before the soil thermal regime starts downward again. Research is needed to
describe this period in quantitative terms. It will be influenced by the
rate of revegetation and by the rate at which the organic layer reestablishes
jtself. As this happens, the soil thermal regime declines until eventually
we are béck at steady state with permafrost, waterlogged soils, and reduced
plant growth.



SETTING AND INSTRUMENTATION

Washington Creek watershed (Figure 2) is typical of interior Alaska
watersheds. This entire area is generally considered to be in a zone of
discontinuous permafrost bordered on the north by the Brooks Range and
extending almost to the southern coast. In some areas, permafrost may be
absent; in others it may exist 50-100 cm below the ground surface. In addi-
tion to the importance of permafrost, an organic layer over the mineral soil
is very important. This layer appears to act as a buffer to both heat and
moisture flow with the maximum thickness of this layer exceeding 30 cm. The
physical picture presented here is one of a two- or three-layered system with
varying properties: organic layer, mineral soil, and possible permafrost.

At the study sites, the organic layer in the unburned areas is 20-25 cm
thick and, in the burned areas, the residual thickness is about 5 c¢cm. The
mineral soil is composed of a variety of silt loams deposited over a highlv
weathered schist (Furbush and Schoephorster, 1974). Black spruce is the
principal tree type in this area, although mixed forests (birch, aspen, white
spruce) do exist in well-drained areas.

Six plots were instrumented. Two plots (N-1, N-2) were situated on an
east-west ridge in a 1971 burn site; two plots (S-1, S-2) were located on
the same ridge in the unburned forest; and two plots (BS-1, BS-2) were placed
in a undisturbed black spruce permafrost setting at a lower elevation with
poor drainage. The main field data collected were snowpack-organic layer-
mineral soil temperatures throughout one year and soil pore pressures, pri-
marily in the mineral soil, for the period August through December. Basic
instrument positioning is illustrated in Figure 3. Other measurements inclu-
ded soil moisture content, air temperature, snowpack depth and density, summer
precipitation, séasona] frost depth, and delineation of permafrost boundaries.

The tensiometers used to measure pore pressure consisted of a porous cup
attached to either a mercury manometer or a vacuum gauge. The main reason for
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collecting soil tension data is to predict soil water movement. The vertical
flux of water can be determined from the following equation:

_ 3¢ :
V, = Klz, 0) g% (1)

where

K(z,8) = hydraulic conductivity of the soil at depth z and soil moisture
content o

¢ = hydraulic head = -(y+y)
¥ = matrix potential

Assuming the osmotic and electrical potentials are minimal, the matrix
potential is the value indicated by the tensiometers. Once the correction
is made with regard to the position of the tensiometer cup in the soil column,
the hydraulic gradient (%%) can be defined. No attempt was made to determine the
hydraulic conductivity in the laboratory for these soils. Numerous methods
for estimating hydraulic conductivity of unfrozen soils are available. Addi-
tional work is needed to determine the hydraulic conductivity of frozen soils
and their relationship with moisture content and temperature. In natural
settings, the unsaturated hydraulic conductivity varies considerably for two
reasons: the vertical variation of the moisture content and the non-isothermal
conditions that exist in frozen soils. It would seem that there would be a
substantial reduction of the hydraulic conductivity in frozen soils where ice
crystals occupy spaces in the soil matrix. However, this same freezina process
is responsible for very high negative hydraulic gradients, therefore the reduc-
tion in the quantity of flow may not be great.

In an attempt to measure pore pressures during the winter season, two
techniques were tried. One was simply replacing the water in the tensiometers
with a solution of ethylene glycol and water. Since the interaction of the
antifreeze solution and the porous media is not known, the results of this
method are questionable.

The second scheme consisted of filling a small tensiometer with water.
The tube running to the mercury manometer was filled with an antifreeze
solution. A mercury plug separated the two fluids to prevent mixing, A
trench had to be excavated to install these tensiometers.



It has been reported that most of our tensiometers failed during December
and January, a period of extremely low temperatures. It was assumed that the
fluid in the tensiometers froze and subsequently cracked the tensiometers
(allowing air to enter). When these instruments were removed in the spring,
they were all found to operate perfectly. Apparently this Targe loss in
fluid resulted from the extreme hydraulic gradients that developed. As the
soil froze, large negative tensions developed in the frozen soil; once the
air entry value of the tensiometer was exceeded, air entered the tensiometer,
bringing it into equilibrium with the atmosphere. Since it is not in equili-
brium with the soil, the fluid flowed from the tensiometer to reach equili-
brium with the soil. When the soil tension was less than one atmosphere
(negative), air again entered the tensiometer. Several such cycles soon

removed all of the fluid in the instrument.

Fluorescein-filled frost tubes were used to determine the seasonal frost
and permafrost boundaries. Thermistors with an accuracy of +0.2°C were used
for all but the air temperature measurements. Soil moisture contents for the
mineral soil were determined by prescribed aravimetric methods. Soil samples
high in organic matter were dried in a microwave oven in order to prevent
oxidation of the organic material. This technique is discussed in a paper by
Miller et aZ. (1974).

DISCUSSION OF DATA

The initial objective of this project was to collect some basic soil
moisture and temperature data in a burned and an unburned forest setting.
Washington Creek drainage has been proposed as an area for prescribed burns
in the future; an adjacent area burned during July 1971. Site selection in
Washington Creek drainage was based primarily on accessibility. Two sites
were located on an east-west trending ridge on the north boundary of the
basin. These two sites, accessible by a trail, were about 100 m apart. The
third site was along the existing highway, 120 meters lower in elevation.

-10-



This study was envisioned as a long-term study with the preliminary data
from the first year helping to formulate the main structure of the process.
Later studies were to be more refined, addressing some of the more complex
and unique elements of this soil environment. While this was meant to be a
preburn study, it was felt that the instrumental plots in the burned areas
would yield beneficial information. This data made it possible to compare
temperature and moisture regimes, direct future data-collection for areas of
prescribed burns, and develop a preliminary understanding of the impact of
fire.

As previously mentioned, the bulk of the data collected consisted of
temperatures (air-snow-soil), soil pore pressures, and soil moisture content.
This data was collected at weekly intervals from July through December, 1974.
At that time, pore pressure measurements were suspended and soil moisture
samples were collected about once per month.

To date we have had very 1ittle chance to examine the hydraulic and
thermal properties of the mineral and organic layers. Plamondon et al., 1972,
discussed the hydrologic properties of the forest floor for a setting north
of Vancouver, British Columbia. The bulk density and thickness in these
forest floors are comparable to the Alaska setting. The hydraulic conducti-
vity was found to vary about four orders of magnitude over a range of matrix
potentials between -.003 and -.08 bars and the layer stored a significant
amount of rainfall. An understanding of these properties under frozen con-
ditions is likewise needed. Williams and Burt (1974) describe a method for
measuring hydraulic conductivity of frozen soils and discuss the variability
of the hydraulic conductivity as a function of temperature for a frozen silt.
Dingman (1971) looked at the water-holding and transmitting properties of
the organic layer for a setting near Fairbanks.

Temperature Measurements

Temperature data collection was initiated during the middle of July, 1974
(Figures 4, 5, and 6). At that time, the ground had thawed to a depth of 55 cm

_.I]-,'



| ¥dVv I HVAN ! 833 I NP

*2-N 931LS e Sauanjedadwd] oedmoug pue punody

Gl6l
I 030 | AON

v 3

dnald

T

T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T
Do FHNIVYIINTL GNNOYD B MONS / /

2-N vouis | ,
H3FHD NOLONIHSVM //fllilf:\\l;/\\\;//\ A/
e N

Nm.é\\a% puncI9

08

@]
<

4

odi ...

;
5
Y

7
wo'H1d3d

-12-

-

ey



*1=S 9215 3B saunjedadws] yoedmoug pue punouy

‘G J¥NOIA

\/ \,Lw\f_rt/\

- nmg\\hh, Moug

St = 3
\_85\3% punos9

Do ‘SIHNLVHIINTL TNNOYD B MONS
/-8§ uoyps
NIFHD NOLINIHS VM

(014

olc]

Wi'Hid3a

~13-



*1-S9 931S 1€ sadnjedadws) oedmoug pue punouy

G.6|
| Hdv I HYW

‘9 NYIA

anre

J
h 0DLING MOUS

Do 'SIYNIVYISINIL ONNOHD B MONS
/- 58 uonos
HIFHD NOLINIHS UM

-14-



at the lower unburned permafrost sites (BS-1, BS-2), 110 cm in the upper |
burned site adjacent to the burn (S-1, S-2) and no seasonal frost was detected

in the burned area (N-1, N-2) at a depth of 120 cm. The insulative qualities
~of the organic layer are exhibited in both unburned sites; temperature in
‘excess of 20°C were measured in these organic soils. Temperatures in the
mineral soil of the unburned sites are comparable, even though the depth of
thaw is much areater at the higher site. Temperatures throughout the mineral
soi1 in the burn site were much warmer than at the two undisturbed sites.

Very rapid freeze-back of both the organic layer and mineral soil occurred
at the unburned lower black spruce site during the early winter months. By
the middle of December, the active layer had completely refrozen. At the other
unburned site, it can be seen that the rate of freeze-back is much slower.
The upward migration of the permafrost table can also be observed. Temperatures
at the bottom of the active layer were measured at -4°C in the lower black spruce
site and near 0°C in the upper black spruce sites. Between the 30 and 120 cm
depth in the burned area, the temperatures were between 0 and 1°C. Measure-
ments at depths greater than 120 cm in the burned area were hampered by broken
schist fragments.

Troughs and ridges in the snow temperature contours reflect the winter
ambient temperatures. Temperature measurements in the snowpack of the
burned site and the lower unburned site were quite comparable. Temperatures
in the higher unburned site along the ridge were several degrees warmer,

Pore Pressure Measurements

During late July, August, and early September, tensiometers filled with
water were read 2 or 3 times per week (Figures 7 and 8). The soil tensions
were lowest in the black spruce shallow permafrost setting (50-150 cm water),
followed by the burned sites (75-225 cm water) and then the unburned deep
permafrost site (100-300 cm of water). Measurement of soil tension in the
organic layer was attempted, but it was very difficult to get meaningful

-15-
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readings. It was apparent that this layer reacted very rapidly to surface
cooling; negative pore pressures increased very rapidly, reflecting the loss
of moisture.

The soil tension data during the summer at sites S-1, S-2, BS-2 and N-2
(Appendix B) have a very similar pattern. Examination of the precipitation
graph and the soil tension curves show that soil tensions are Tow during and
following periods of rainfall, steadily increase following this event, and
continue to rise until the next event. Very sharp peaks were observed between
August 20 and 30 at sites BS-2 and S-1. Both these tensiometers were in the
organic layer and are showing a response to the first periods of frost. At
this time, the soil temperatures at the surface were slightly below 0°C, while
temperatures in the deeper soil layers were several degrees above freezing.
The result of this colder temperature was to dry out the organic layer, as
indicated by the high values of negative pore pressures.

This same trend is illustrated for the soil tension measurements made
during the winter months. The tension values increased until the tensio-
meters failed during a very cold period in late December and early January.
Values greater than 600 cm of H20 and 450 cm of HZO were measured respectively
in the burned area and the black spruce site with shallow permafrost.

Soil Moisture Content

Soil samples were collected on a weekly basis at three sites for labora-
tory determination of moisture content. Once these soils froze, sampling on
the two ridge sites was impossible with our available equipment due to rock
fragments in the soil. However, the absence of such fragments at the lower
black spruce site made it possible to collect data at approximate monthly
intervals throughout the winter.

The soil moisture results verified the results from the tensiometers:
the black spruce site with shallow permafrost was the wettest, followed by
the burn site with the unburned ridge site being the driest.

-18-



On the following figures (9, 10, and 11) displaying soil moisture con-
tent, the moisture content is expressed as per cent by weight. Because of
the variability of the bulk densities of the organic layer and mineral soil,
it is advisable to represent the pér cent moisture by volume. There is
nearly an order of magnitude difference in moisture content when expressed
as per cent by weight. Because of the format of the data, we have changed
the contour interval.

The soil moisture content on each site, as well as between sites, shows
a certain amount of fluctuation. These fluctuations can be due either to
actual changes resulting from moisture fluxes or local variability. Because
of local differences, little can be concluded about moisture content in the
mineral soil. The maximum moisture content by weight is observed in the
organic Tayer. There is far more change in the organic layer. Johnson
(1964), in his study of the Hughes fire of 1962, discusses fuel types, par-
ticularly the lichen-moss complex, and states that the rate of moisture
change within this fuel type was quite rapid. He indicates that it may lag
behind changes in atmospheric moisture by less than one hour (of course this
would depend upon the depth). He reports values of soil moisture content by
weight of over 400% and less than 10%.

The general trend at the lower site (BS-1), which was monitored through-
out the winter, was one of slow depletion of the soil moisture. This compares
favorably with the upward migration of moisture as indicated by the tensio-
meter data. This movement would partially be in response to the thermal
gradients that exist.

Hydrologic Modeling

Research specifically related to soil moisture dynamics in the subarctic
and the effect of fire on the soil system is sparse. The first intense study
of the temperature and moisture regime of a subarctic soil in Alaska was
initiated and reported by Luthin and Guymon (1974). The measurements of pore
pressure and temperatures were made ih several vegetative systems. This work

-19-
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led to the development of a conceptual model relating drainage, vegetative
cover, and the thermal regime of the mineral soil. An outgrowth of this pro-
ject was a coupled heat and moisture transport model (Guymon and Luthin, 1974).
Their work was primarily with mineral soil; however, as the study progressed,
they recognized the importance of the surface organic layer.

Studies involving these same soils, when influenced by fires, are very
limited. Viereck (1973) does an excellent job of detailing present hydro-
logically related work associated with wildfires in the taiga of Alaska.
Most of the work reported in this paper deals with the thermal regime during
the summer months, Studies related to the winter season and soil moisture
status are 1ackfng. The role of fire as an integral part of soil develop-
ment is discussed by Pettapiece (1974) for a hummocky permafrost soil in
northwes tern Canada. '

Because of the sparseness of data verifying coupled heat and moisture
models and the need to further explore heat and moisture fluxes in the layered
soils, particularly during winter, it was felt that a two-dimensional flow
model would initially yield more useful information. One immediate applica-
tion of this data would be the prediction of nutrient redistribution by soil
water following a fire. To pursue this, a subsurface hydrologic model was
developed to study water flow in these soils. The model is two-dimensional
and simulates a flow region having uniform slopes of variable length and
inclination. A highly permeable organic layer overlays the mineral soil.
Because of its high porosity, the organic layer was given temporary water
storage of 1.4 to 2.0 inches. At prescribed time intervals, rainfall or
snow melt can be simulated. The resulting movement of water downslope was
then evaluated in terms of hydrostatic pressure head, flow velocities, and
moisture contents at different soil depths along the slope. The initial
model simulated water movement following a single storm and for a given ante-
cedent moisture condition. Subsequently, this model will be modified to
simulate moisture movement throughout the hydrologic year. Available field
and weather data will be utilized to estimate precipitation frequencies and
amounts, depths of unfrozen soil and thickness and water transmission proper-
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ties of the active soil layer. From these results, we can establish ceneralized
patterns of water flow in these soils as affected by precipitation, slope, and
organic layer characteristics.

The model is basically developed by utilizing the transient equation for
Tiquid water transport in soil created by hydraulic gradients (Equation 2).
This is the expression for Darcian-type flow in two-dimensional coordinates
without sources and sinks. For saturated, porous media that is uniform and
isotropic, this equation becomes the familiar Laplace-type expression. To
solve Equation 2, experimental relationships between soil water content and
pore water pressure head and those between soil hydraulic conductivity and
pressure head are utilized,

A numerical analysis method is used in the solution of this partial
differential equation. First we express the derivative terms in Equation 2
in finite difference form. The latter equation is then applied to each point
in a two-dimensional grid that covers the flow region. These equations are
then solved for pressure head # at various times ¢ by the alternating-direc-
tion-implicit technique. The latter technique is essentially that reported
by Douglas, Peaceman, and Rachford (1959) and Rubin (1968). The entire com-
puting operation is programmed for an IBM 375/165 electronic computer.

In the analysis, we assume the mineral layer to be resting on an imper-
meable floor, the latter due to permafrost or impervious soil layer. Both
organic and mineral layer can be characterized by experimental relationships
among media water content, pressure head, and hydraulic conductivity. Esti-
mated values for # are assigned initially to all grid points, then the resul-
ting values are computed at ¢ by solving Equation 2. A rainfall rate R can
be simulated at the ground surface for specified time intervals. Water flow
is evaluated following a single storm or snowmelt event and for a sequence of
storms. The computed values of # will reveal time patterns of water content
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and flow velocities at various elevations and for different thicknesses and
water-transmitting properties of the active layer:

9 3(H+ty) 3 3(H+y) _ ,9H
sz X o +5-§-K 3y =53¢ (2)
where
H = Eg = the hydrostatic pressure head in the porous medium
P = the hydrostatic pressure
(H+y) = the hydraulic head
K = the hydraulic conductivity of the medium. For negative values
of # (i.e., capillary pressure head), X is a function of #
S = g§-= the specific moisture capacity of the medium

6 = the water content of the medium expressed as a total volume fraction

x, y = the coordinate directions, y being parallel to the earth's gravita-
tional field

p = mass fluid density
g = gravitational field strength
t = time

The two experimental relationships between soil water content and pore water
pressure head and between hydraulic conductivity and pressure head used in the
solution of the partial differential equation are:

K

3
K /(A H+1) (3)

D
|

3
=8 /(AH+1) (4)

where
K = unsaturated hydraulic conductivity
. K = saturated hydraulic conductivity
8 = unsaturated soil moisture content
® = moisture content under saturated conditions

Ak,Ae = constants.
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Use of these equations and proper selection of the constant 4 are discussed
in a paper by Taylor and Luthin (1969). A plot of these relationships are shown
in Figure 12 for Ak = .01 and Ay = .007; these constants were selected for an
organic soil with a saturated water content of 0.90 cm3/cm3 and a hydraulic con-
ductivity of 50 cm/hour. These values of hydraulic conductivity and moisture
content under saturated conditions are comparable to the values described by
many researchers, particularly Dingman (1971) in his work on the Glenn Creek
watershed just north of Fairbanks.

In this model the boundary conditions are presented as follows:

1. There was neglible water in the channel.

2. There was no moisture there across the lower boundary or the
upslope vertical boundary.

3. No moisture existed across the surface boundary.

The stipulation that there is no moisture flux across the surface boundary
is flexible. The program is written in order that fluxes can be handled across
the boundary; however, because of the variability of this particular flux, it
was felt that for the comparison of various cases, a simple approach would be
used. Other than fluid and media properties, the two major variables of impor-
tance in any slope drainage problem are the dimensions and per cent slope. The
variability of both of these features in natural settings is well appreciated.
Due to the computer cost for each run, only a few runs with selected slope
angles and slope lengths were made.

The output from this model is in tabular form with the position of the water
table (saturated-unsaturated interface) indicated for various times by the calcu-
lated pore pressure. This information is plotted in Figure 13 for a slope of 20%
and slope length of 8 m. It was assumed in this case that the slope was completelv
saturated at time t=0. The drainage of this slope, once flow is initiated, is
described by Equation 2. As may be seen in Figure 13, after 60 hours this slope
is almost completely unsaturated. The length of time for complete drainage to
occur depends directly on the slope length. It has been mentioned that there
was not a flux across the upper vertical boundary, in the manner in which this
figure is plotted, it appears that there is drainage across this boundary,
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Actually, all the flow is in the direction of the channel and, if this plot were
drawn to scale, the lines indicating the water table conditions would slope toward
the stream.

This model is also constructed in order that the flow regime of more than
one layer can be computed. However, because of the layer variation in saturated
hydraulic conductivity between organic soil and mineral soil, we restricted our-
selves to the organic layer where the greatest changes occur.

From the previous results, the outflow rate in cm3/cm/hour can be deter-
mined. The flow rate for various slope lengths is shown (Figure 14), for a
20% slope and a saturated hydraulic conductivity of 50 cm/hour. Curves for
other initial moisture contents could be generated, providing curves for more
realistic conditions.

CONCLUSIONS

The recognition that many beneficial effects of fire do occur has altered
the present fire control philosophy. From our field data, it is clear that
both the thermal and moisture regimes undergo considerable alterations because
of fires. The degree to which these systems are influenced depends upon many
factors, primarily the intensity of the burn. Prior to any fire, natural
variations occur because of slope, aspect, and vegetation and soil conditions.
Basically, fires tend to add more variability to the natural setting.

It is this variability that makes modeling on a watershed scale very
difficult. Alteration of the system will have to be Tinked with the intensity
of the burn. Assuming acceptable models are generated and prescribed burning
becomes a reality, models for predicting the fire intensity beforehand will
have to be developed. These models will be based on weather and fuel condi-
tions prior to and during the fire, as well as terrain features.

The conclusions reached from the temperature and soil moisture data are:

1. That thermal regime is substantially altered by fire; it appears that
the conceptual model presented accurately defines the Tong range

-29-



_VPP.-_ L1

*abeutredq 40 uoLleL3Lul ayz buimoj|o4
syjbuay ado|g JusU8}SLQ 404 9IRY MOLIINQ SYI O 10id Y

P11 11 1 i ____\h L1 1 1

‘vl 3914

S50 cm/bhr

20% slope

K

bb. L1 1 1 1

1

1000

- sanoy “ JWIL Q3SdV3

_
o o
o

O

O.1

200
OUTFLOW, cm®cm/hr

600

400



pattern of the thermal regime. It is apparent from the field data
that temperatures in the burned area are much higher than those in

the unburned area for both summer and winter seasons. The variation
in the thermal regimes of the two unburned sites is not as apparent.
It should be emphasized that the difference in the depth to the
permafrost table differs almost by a factor of 2. This represents

the magnitude of variance expected due to differences in vegetation,
slope, slope aspect, drainage, etc. The depth to the permafrost table
in the burned area was never determined. From the measured tempera-
tures, it is clear that it is now at a depth of several meters (and
degrading); prior to the burn, it was probably at a depth near 1 meter.

The near-surface moisture regime is influenced by fire, but not to

the same degree as the thermal regime. Due to a decrease in evapo-
transpiration losses, the total moisture content in a column of soil
should increase. This is obvious from our data; however, the natural
variability that exists in undisturbed areas exceeds our observed
variability between an unburned site and a burned site. One reason

for this observation is that where permafrost exists, the water is
confined to a thin layer near the surface. As the permafrost dearades
however, there is a much thicker near-surface layer in which this water
may be retained or through which it may be transmitted. The role of
the organic layer in a burned environment depends upon the intensity
of the fire. In organic soils in unburned settings, the tensiometer
data shows that water is retained by this layer and later lost by evapo-
transpiration. It would be expected that saturated conditions would
develop only during heavy rains. This would result in a lateral flow
as well as an addition of water to the lower mineral soil. The tensio-
meter data for early winter reveals that ithe moveiment of soil moisture
is upward towards the surface, resulting in scme depletion in both the
organic and mineral layers. The part nlayed by heat conduction in
thawing frozen soils is well understood; however, the amount of heat
transmitted by convection (flowing water) above or through a frozen
soil is not known,
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3. The flow results from the computer model give some insight into the
length of time associated with drainage of the orocanic layer and the
rate of outflow from a slope of given width. During the period in
which the summer field data was collected, rainfall was exceedingly
1ight and was never sufficient to produce saturated conditions in
the organic layer. Dingman (1971) reports that the water-holding
capacity of organic soils and the moisture content that we measured
was nearly 400% by weight. Since the conditions necessary to cause
lateral flow never occurred, no comparison with theoretical results
is possible.

A multitude of problems need to be researched before the capability to
predict changes resulting from fire in major ecosystems processes is possible.
We have touched only one aspect of the system.
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COMPUTER MODEL
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APPENDIX B
MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION
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FIGURE B-1: The Layout of the Field Instrumentation at Site N-1. @
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FIGURE B-7: Measured Soil Tensions at Site S-2.
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