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UAF established in 1917

• UAF is the research university within the UA system with motto ad 
summon, translated from Latin means ‘to the top’

• Troth Yeddha’ is the flagship campus of UAF

I acknowledge that I am working upon the ancestral land 
of Troth Yeddha’, home of the Lower Tanana and Dené people. 

Their stewardship of the land over thousands of years makes our work 
at UAF possible.



NARL and UAF: 
Growing Up Together in Alaska

• UAF’s Geophysical Institute: 
created by Congress in 1946

• “establishment of a geophysical 
institute at the University of 
Alaska…dedicated to the 
maintenance of geophysical 
research concerning the arctic 
regions…”

• Office of Naval Research 
established in 1946

• ONR’s Arctic Research 
Laboratory established in 1947

• For decades, the only U.S. 
laboratory devoted to fulltime 
support of basic research in the 
Arctic



1954: UA and ONR Contract

• University became the operator 
of the ARL 

• Director and staff were 
University employees 1954-1980

• Dr. Laurence Irving was the first 
Director of NARL and established 
the first research program, prior 
to 1954 UAF’s Irving Building, circa 1966



Research is a major 
UAF Core Mission

Integrated throughout 
every unit



80% of Research Conducted at UAF is directly 
relevant to Alaska’s people and industries

Technology Impact

Community Impact

State Impact

Global Impact
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What does Petabyte of data mean?
1 PB = 1000000000000000B = 1015bytes = 1000 terabytes



Summer Field Work in Alaska

UAF does research where science happens
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